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ll This Season of Advent finds us in the midst of mecbnomic uncertainty and hardship, not only in the
L3 (ST United States but all over the world. In a year wheliday spending is likely to be reduced, it giwes

the opportunity to focus on the true nature ofsbason and prepare for the gift that never faliés T
Advent, let us prepare for the coming of the Sofso#l into our hearts and the gift of His unendiogl
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DAILY LITURGIES AND INTENTIONS:
Monday, December 1, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Communion
Tuesday, December 2, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Special intentions for the
Chris Pancake family
Wednesday, DecemberRancis Xavier, priest
8:00 a.m. The deceased of the McLaughlin family
Thursday, December 4, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Communion
Friday, December 5, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Bob Burns
Saturday, December 6 Advent Weekday
4:00 p.m. St. Mary Community
Sunday, December 3econd Sunday of Advent
7:30 a.m. Gary Harvey
9:00 a.m.* Caryl Rader
10:30 a.m. Ladies Society
6:30 p.m. For the Health of Mike Steffan

* Co-operative nursery available in Parish Center

ELIJAH CUP -from our parish family
table to your family table.

Would you and your family pray for
vocations for one week during meals with
Fr. Jim#s ordination chalice and paten on
your table? This week the J. Ratti family
will be presented the Elijah cup at 10:30 a.m. Mass
The next scheduled families are:

December 7  D. Liberti family at 9:00 a.m. Mass
December 14 S. Dugan family at 7:30 a.m. Mass

Call Rich Hobbs at 937-743-2485 to schedule a wadke
or use the e-form at the parish website:
http://www.stmaryfranklin.org

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD!S GENEROSITY:
NOVEMBER 22-23

$9,667.15 262 env. $2.55 6 children
$1,976.62 CCHD $72.00 | Christmas Flowers

Thank you. Your dedication to the continued fiscal health
of the parish is greatly appreciated. Only those wée
their contribution envelopes may request a year enfl
statement of contributions.

(_J
1st Sunday of Advent “

One of my favorite sayings is, "Be the kind of
person your dog thinks you are!" Our family hagsadny
of saving dogs from shelters and other certairsfaeery
single one of them has been the most loyal, frigratid
loving pet. Our latest, Oreo, was found in a barrao
freezing January morning. Only a pup and suffefinog
frostbite and injuries from other animals, she \itagimen
much chance of survival. But twelve years latee, sits
and waits by the front door every afternoon for her
master to come home.

"Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when
the time will come." Jesus' seemingly stern warmmng
today's Gospel reading from Mark is really someyver
prudent advice. Remember that this was not a setman
mass of people; Jesus was speaking privately &r,Pet
James, John, and Andrew and had just finished
describing how humankind will recognize the begigni
of the end of times. But his final words tell ug rmwait
until such signs are apparent; today, and everyway
are to live our lives in great expectation. Be kirel of
person our heavenly Father thinks we are!

This is the first Sunday of the season of Advent.
During this season, we remember God's first covgnan
the centuries of time in which he promised a Mégsia
Savior for the world. And despite the centuries and
passing of time, those who believed and waited niest
faith. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaalses
that in Advent we share the expectations of thdse w
first waited, and renew our expectation for hisoset
coming (CCC 524). Today and for the rest of ouediv
let us live forever in a season of Advent, awaitimg
coming of Jesus Christ.
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Readings for the Week of November 30, 2008

Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/1 Cor 1:3-9/MK
13:33-37

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35---10:1, 58 6

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8
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WHAT DOES THE CHURCH HAVE

TO SAY ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE

ISSUES? Contrary to what some Catho-
lics believe, the Church has a God-given
right to address social justice issues such asmaaex-
ism, unemployment, and the economy. Broaden your
knowledge of what the Church has to say about taede
other social justice issues by attending the n€3AR
session thighursday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m. in the
Youth Center. The RCIA is for everyone % so what#s
keeping you from coming?

A REMINDER THAT MONDAY, — nl
DECEMBER 8, IS A HOLY DAY OF
OBLIGATION. On that day, the So-
lemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary will be cele-
brated with Masses at 8:00 a.m. and 7:00
p.m. The solemnity, dating back to tHe&ntury, cele-
brates the belief that Mary was conceived withaigio
nal sin and made worthy of bringing forth the Savio
The solemnity was established for the entire Church
1708.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RCIA CATECHU-
MENS AND CANDIDATES Last Sunday at the 9:00
a.m. Mass, the combined Rites of Acceptance and Wel
coming were celebrated wittatechumens Ashley
Neimeier and Breanna Lewis and candidates Tonya
Bowman, and Doug DeMarcoThey have now formally
stated their intention to seek membership in ther€h
and we have pledged our support to them in thegsoc
Please pray for them and the rest of the RCIA ireggias
they continue their formation and seek a closextiaat-
ship with the Lord.

CELEBRATE THE ADVENT SEASON BY AT-
TENDING EVENING PRAYER. Part of the
Church#s official daily prayer \®spersr &evensong.+
Historically, those in major orders (bishops, pideand
deacons) as well as certain religious communiteeg&h
been obliged to celebrate this liturgy. You angtad

to take part in a special celebration of EvenirayBr

on Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the
church. Enhance your Advent preparation for the-co
ing of the Savior by attending this beautiful fooin
prayer celebrated by the Church for centuries.

Parish School of Religion

P i8REREER

LAV

THERE ARE NO PSR CLASSES THIS WEEKEND DUE TO THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY.

Do you know what a wonderful parish library yowea There are spiritual reading books, biograpbii¢mly
people, books on the Holy Land and on Scripturegrapother things. There are also audio and videestéor
children and adults. It is located in the hallwéyhe Parish Center. Check it out some day. Wjole are at it,
check out a book or tape.

Last week we began the Year of Mark, also know@wde B in the Lectionary. While the Gospel of Maskhe
story of Jesus, it is also the story of respongbecaall of Jesus. One who followed the callefuk was St. Fran-
cis Xavier. We celebrate his feast on Decemberahdis Xavier was one of the greatest missionafied time.
He was born in Navarre, Spain, April 6, 1506, stddn Paris where he met Ignatius of Loyalagd was one of
the founding members of the Society of Jesus (tBs@ioon after the Society of Jesus was officiadognized
(1540), he began his work of evangelization. Higzimg zeal for spreading the Gospel and his rerbarlexten-
sive missionary journeys, overcoming great obstaclaring a mere ten years (May 6, 1542 - Decerpgb52),
led to the establishment of missions and Churahésdia and southeast Asia, as well as in Japanntixss con-
versions resulted from his tireless, difficult araty often dangerous work. He is justly considaede the great-
est missionary since the time of the Apostles. Whée was preparing to begin work in China, FraKeigier sud-
denly became ill and died on the island of Sanaiaay the China coast, on December 2, 1552. Hearamized
with St. Ignatius in 1622.
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g * How are Jesus and discipleship portrayed in
Mark, the Gospel used in Lectionary Year B whichibs
this Sunday?

l \ m  Mark's community understood Jesus as on

sent from God to battle the forces of evil. Aftés hap-
tism, Jesus, driven to the desert, confronts afehtiethe
evil one. Upon his return, Jesus sets out to défieatvil
powers by curing the sick, driving out demons, easlor-
ing people to their families and communities. Thevers
of evil strike back at Jesus, creating controversjgction,
and opposition that ultimately lead to Jesus' death
Jesus calls disciples, teaching them what disdifesn-

THE GIVING TREE is located in the Par-
ish Center and there are still many tags that
need to be taken. Many people in our area
will benefit from the Giving Tree through
the work of several different organizations.
Return gifts for St. Vincent dePaul in gift bags they

are not to be wrapped. Please wrap all other gifts.
Please return gifts anytime between now and Decembe
6 with the tags attached and placed beside thelfree
you have questions regarding gifts for St Vincent
dePaul, please call Jane Flischel at 937-748-2068s-
tions about gifts for other organizations can beated

to JoAnn Givens, at 937-743-9687.

tails. Mark's Jesus clearly conveys that discipfeshtails
hardships, persecution, rejection, suffering arehdtne
possibility of death. The disciples find it diffitwo com-
prehend who Jesus is and what following him demand
Mark pictures the disciples as slow to understardl a
hesitant to carry out the demands of discipleship.
Mark's Gospel presents blind Bartimaeus as the hofdg

S

DID YOU GET YOUR LITTLE BLUE
BOOK YET? There are still a number of
them left so pick one up on the church ra
diators and give your prayer life a lift this
Advent and Christmas.

discipleship. In Mark 10:46-52, Bartimaeus shoat3e-
sus to have pity of him. While the disciples turmh
away, Jesus requests that Bartimaeus be broughito
Jesus inquires what Bartimaeus wants, who responds|,
"Master, | want to see.” Jesus cures him immediaseid
Bartimaeus follows Jesus on the road of discipfeshi
According to Mark, Bartimaeus models what true idisc
pleship entails, namely our continual striving é& @and
understand who Jesus is and our desire to follouwrto
matter where it leads.

Reflect on how you will strive to see, understand #ol-
low Jesus during this new year of grace.
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A . KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The Knights
A\ of Columbus Council 14400 St. Mary is sell-

KUF c
/ Mass in the Parish Center. Proudly display

them on your car and show your support for

the true meaning of Christmas. This years magnetsa-
orful and are $5.00 each

MEMORY LANE: We have photos of

the parish with no history information.

We are looking for help to label and or-
ganize photo albums. If you are interested
in helping contact Justina Whiteley at
937-748-3469.

(2
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@

ing &keep Christ in Christmas+ magnets aftg

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE TO SVdP:

We make it so easy; free title transfer, free
vehicle pick up within 24 hours, you may get
a tax deduction. All proceeds stay in our
local community and the benefits help to
transform the life of a homeless person. Call 93Z-2
3661 or visitwww.stvincentdayton.org.

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK
November 30-December 7

Sunday NO PSR AM/PM
NO Youth Ministry 7:15 p.m.
K of C Exemplification 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday Round Dancing 7:30 p.m.
r Wednesday Franklin Food Pantry 5:00p.m.

(Youth Group)
Free Kitchen 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Rosary in Church 7:00 p.m.

K of C 7:00 p.m.
Thursday RCIA 7:00 p.m.

Square Dancing 7:30 p.m.
Friday Church Cleaning 8:30 a.m.
Saturday SVdP 9:00 a.m.
Sunday PSR AM/PM

Return Giving Tree gifts
New Beginnings Follow up 7:30 p.m|.
Youth Ministry 7:15 p.m.
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COME CELEBRATE WITH US

\’Qw l

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Masses
Monday, December 8, at 8:00a.m.
Monday, December 8, at 7:00 p.m.

Advent Communal Reconciliation Service
Tuesday, December 16, at 7:00 p.m.

Advent Evening Prayer
Wednesday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Masses
Wednesday, December 24

3:30 p.m. at Franklin High School
10:00 p.m. at the church

Christmas Day Masses
Thursday, December 25, at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 25, at 10:30 a.m.

Solemnity, Mary Mother of God Masses
Wednesday, December 31, 2008 at 4:00 p.m
Thursday, January 1, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.

Thought for today
"Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lordhef
house is coming, whether in the evening, or at ighn
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he not casnd-
denly and find you sleeping.” - Mk 13:35-36

=Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 199870 CCD

HIGH SCHOOL WINTER RETREAT: Looking for
Winter Retreat information? You haven#t missed it.

The Christis Right "
Our retreat will be held at Kirkwood Camp and Coefee
Center on January 17-18, 2009. The Retreat Tearhdey
working hard to plan a great weekend designeditghrs
closer to Jesus Christ. Registrations begin nexdkesmd
and the deadline to reserve your spot at the tetvitlabe
January 4, 20009.

THANKSGIVING BREAK : There is no High Scho
Youth Night this week, we are taking a break tonspgme
with our families and celebrate the blessings wdshen
given for which we give thanks.

MEET US AT THE FOOD PANTRY : The Youth Minis-
try will be working at the Franklin Food Pantry g
Wednesday, December 3. All youth in grades 7-12
their parents are encouraged to participate. Wd atetfe
Food Pantry at 5:00 p.m. and finish by 6:30 p.me-Pr
registration is requested and adult volunteersnaexled|
Please call Janet Huelsman at 937-746-8709 toteegis

ADVENT YOUTH MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Nov. 30 % No Youth Night % Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 7 % Youth Night % 7:15

Dec. 13 % SVdP Gift Fair % Service Opportunity
Dec. 14 % Youth Night % 7:15
Dec. 21 % No Youth Night
Dec. 28 % No Youth Night

LECTORS ARE REMINDED TO PICK UP A COPY OF

THE LECTO R WORKBOOK FOR 2009 IN THE

SACRISTY. We will begin using the new workbook on NovemBe@r the First Sunday of Advent.

NEXT WEEK!S MINISTRY SCHEDULES:

December 6-7 4:00 p.m. Sat. 7:30 a.m. Sun 9:00 a.8un. 10:30 a.m. Sun. | 6:30 p.m. Sun.
Servers Vince Haenni Peter Schaaf Reggie Gast |Patrick Avellano A J Schriml
Leo Haenni Jack Schaaf Rhys Gast Kate Schriml
Brett Schaaf Mae Gast
Eucharistic S. Marine D. Brooker D. Liberti J. Beatty E. Koslow
Ministers J <L Calton K. Brown W. Nickerson |M. Braun K<D F'ISh
Pat Monnin Larry Strimpfel D. Potts R < T Hobe R.Gogo
D. Schaaf
Lectors Rich Hobbs Paul Puffenberger Walter Mauc Walt Beat George Gogol
Gift Bearers DeGraaf Foley Gast Duckett

and
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BEYON DENHEFRARISE

SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND CONTINUING

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Do you know a family

EDUCATION: The University of Dayton Osher Lifelong ...Who is living in substandard housing?

Learning Institute (UDLLI) now in its fourteenth ye
offers seniors from the Greater Miami Valley the
opportunity to join other active seniors in a vayrief
informal discussion seminars. If you are interested
receiving a Winter program brochure, or betteriget
moderating a seminar or volunteering, please ¢t

Programs and Continuing Education at 937-229-2347.

PERSONALLY DIRECTED RETREATS: The Jesuit
Spiritual Center is offering personally DirectedtiRats

November 30-December 7, April 5-11 and May 15-22.

These individualized and silent retreats will offer
participants a quiet time spent in the traditiorhef
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. Each day widlude
Mass and a 45-minute meeting with a carefully setbc
spiritual director. Although the retreats last $even
days, accommodation can be made for shorter stays.
These retreats fill quickly; please reserve edfty. more
information, or to register, call 513 248-3500,.€4, or
visit jesuitspiritualcenter.com

...Who is paying more than 30> of income for hougin
...Who is living in a house not handicapped acbissor
a family member?

Is the family willing to partner with Habitat byvasting
500 hours of sweat equity and make the interestifran
payment on a home that they will eventually own?
We do not give homes away but we do partner with
such families to offer interest-free loans on theew
houses that we build together.

How to apply: Applications are available at the
Middletown Library, the Middletown City Building,
Family Services on Central Ave., the Community @ent
on Lafayette Ave. or by calling the TriState Habfta
Humanity office at 866-284-5387.

FORGIVENESS: THE GATEWAY TO PEACE.

We all have times in our lives when we need toif@g
others% family members, friends, neighbors, co-everk
Learning about the process of forgiveness, getiggpnd
the hurt, and moving forward with life is one way t
create peace within ourselves. This program witrefd
December 4, at Mercy Hospital in Western Hills from
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. For further information or &mister,
call Sandy Keiser at Catholic Charities at 513.2445.

MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Mark Fields 937-743-9077
Wayne Simpson 937-746-5949

Worship Commission
Education Commission

Rocky Adams
Eileen Avellano

937-743-0226
937-748-0043

Evangelization < Outreach Rocky Adams  937-D226 Dan Darragh 937-746-1914
St. Vincent de Paul Jane Flischel 937-7182 Dan Fedders 937-746-4123
Building and Grounds Karen Kohl 937-7488 Mark Fields 937-743-9077
Ladies Society Anne Boyea 937-704-9366 Ken Fish 937-743-8118
Men#s Fellowship Dave Potts 937-748-2387 Shelley Mahle ~ 513-932-9334
Knights of Columbus Jeff Rohde 937-74830 Ron Onderko 937-748-4281

Don Quigley 937-748-5362

‘ﬁ OUR DOORS ARE OPEN: No matter what your present status in the Catt@tiarch, no matter what
your current family and marital situation, no matidnat your personal history, age, background,,race
etc., no matter what your own self-image; you axééd, welcomed, accepted, loved and respectes her

| at St. Mary Parish.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Noon the Monday before the weekend. E-mail notices to stmaryfranklin@sbcglobal.net



